State, Government, Politics

I am, however, astonished by the political incapacity of our
Chambers, and yet we are a very highly educated country:
doubtless too highly educated ; other countries are certainly
not more intelligent . . . but they have not that childish
self-confidence with which our people expose their impotent
nakedness as the pattern of what should be.

OTTO  VON BISMARCK,   1 862

The tendency toward enthusiasm for foreign nationalities
and national endeavours, even when these can be realized
only at the cost of our own fatherland, is a form of political
malady whose geographical distribution is unfortunately re-
stricted to Germany.                    OTTO VON BISMARCK, 1863

*

Justice is the foundation of States: that is an old saying,
which is not accepted in Germany. And the same may be
said of veracity.                  PAUL ANTON DE LAGARDE, 1875

If we inquire into the nature of German nationality today,
we are asking, what is the German ideal today? There is no
answer to this question, for such an ideal does not exist.

PAUL ANTON  DE LAGARDE,   1875

Germany has become the breeding-place of historical
optimism.                                 FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE, 1875

*
It seems that we shall never be great politicians.

RICHARD WAGNER,  1879
#

Every German passes through a phase in which he is a
zealous politician and writes an historical drama. For such
activity nothing is needed beyond the courage to make
phrases.                                                    PAUL HEYSE, 1885
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